BRITAIN'S  WORLD  POSITION           101

Arch-angel.  What a story to remember, when told in its
proper perspective!

But in the old time before, peace at Home sent us
everywhere, so that besides the Great Dominions, and
the great Crown Colonies of Africa we hold almost all
the useful parts of the world in our hands. It cannot
be pretended that all these came our way by peaceful
methods, but rather by the results of the \ictories over
other maritime nations that had made war on us. Thus
French India, because she would not rest content to share
the Indian influence, thus other sea points, which all
came "by courtesy of Pike and Carronnade". Once they
came into British hands, were thrown open to world trade
and had we taken fiill tally of our victories, we might have
owned far more of the world.

Our statesmen's vision has seldom kept abreast of the
prowess of our troops and navies when driven to war.
The most notable retrocession, that should alone crown
us with a crown of gold, in the estimation of the world,
even consoling us for having lost it ourselves, is that of
Java to the Dutch, after we had captured it from Dutch
and French, by an expedition from India.

So round the world, the British flag has flown from
the 'rising up of the sun to the going down thereof*, and
British bugles have sounded the sun up and the sun down
in its whole course round the globe. The world on the
whole, but especially the lesser world, has cheerfully wel-
comed the position of Britain for the peace and order on
the high seas and the progress on the lands occupied.

Happily for the world's peace, Britain and France have
long agreed as to what parts of the oversea world each
should regard as within the spheres of the others activity.
France is developing an enormous Empire in Africa,
immensely helped there-to by modern science of mow*
ment, and doing thereby the world's work as well as her
own. Her Far-Eastern Empire, is also a model devdopmrat